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Dear Fellows and Members,

Breast cancer is an important cause of morbidity
and mortality. The issue of quality of life in treated
patients is centre stage with this problem in particular.
Radical and extended radical surgery have given place
to conservation of the organ and lumpectomies. The
day of the wit who quipped that it is difficult to
distinguish between the excised specimen and the
remaining part is mercifully past.

Early diagnosis and periodic mass screening, health
education, self examination, mammogram and various
other imaging modalities made a tremendous impact in the management of
breast lesions. Balance and clinical good sense will be the need of the day for
sound management of the problem. The vast amount of knowledge acquired
about the biology of breast cancer is impressive. However, despite markers,
advances in surgery, radiotherapy, chemotherapy and hormone therapy after an
apparent quiet for a decade or more, secondaries show up on patients and pose
problems of considerable magnitude. Long term disease-free state and good
quality of life are the current goals of therapy.

This issue of our journal highlights the problem of breast cancer, its various
dimensions and will be a complete update.

The new year 2006 is with us and I extend to you all good wishes for a
prosperous year.

Dr. K. Jagadeesan,
President, IMSA
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All fellows and members of IMSA can have access to the site and get information
about its objectives, benefits to the fellows/members, chapters and their activities
including seminars, refresher courses, rural CME’s etc. and also IMSACON - a
regular annual event of international standard; application form for enrollment as
fellow/member can also be downloaded.  Fellows - members and even non fellows
- members can have access to full text in the quarterly journal - JIMSA from July-
Sept. 2003 onwards by putting their E-mail address under ‘user name’ and using
the password ‘UserJimsa’.




